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PeUlwince of the AMSoytera,. The female makes an incision
in the tissues of plants in or near the water. In such cases the
egg is of elongate form. In those species practising oriposition
in water, the female dips her abdomen into the water and
drops eggs freely. The egg is rounded. In some genera, e.g.
Sympetrum, eggs are laid in gelatinous ropes, attached to sub-
merged objects, and containing many hundreds of eggs. The
embryology is peculiar, and includes a revolution of the embryo
within the egg. After three weeks or less the egg hatches as a
pronymph. This stage is of only a few seconds'duration as a
rule, and then the second-instar nymph, emerges from the
pronymphal skin. In Lestes, eggs are laid in sterns of osiers,
etc,, and the> pronymph on emerging from the stem jumps
clear and on to the water before the second-instar nymph
appears. There are from eleven to fifteen instars, growth
taking place gradually and the wings deyeloping externally.

The nymph (Plate I, Figs. 2 and 3) is shorter and stouter than
the imago and aquatic in habits. There are compound eyes,
but ocelli are absent except in late nyrnphal life, and then only
in the Zygoptera are they clearly visible. Antennae are fili-
form and longer than those of the imago. The month-parts
are ol carnivorous Mting type as in the imago, hut the lalbium
is highly modified to form a flat, elongated, jointed organ of
prehension, the mask. The legs are longer and more easily
movable tha,n in the imago. The wings develop gradually,
externally. In the 2ygo$tera, (Plate I, Fig. 3) the nyrnph has
three lamellate caudal gills- at the extremity of the abdomen,
and ia a few genera of this sub-order there may he lateral
abdominal gills on segments two to eight. In the nymph of
Aniscptera, the rectum is harrel-shaped and serves for respira-
tion. There are six longitudinal sets of gills, projecting in-
wards. Water is drawn in to bathe these gills and it can "be
expelled rapidly should the animal wish to propel itself sud-
denly forwards. A. gizzard with chitinous teeth is more
strongly developed in the nymph than in the adult. The rnid-
gut in Iboth nyrnph and imago has no caeca. There are, in the
newly hatched nymph, only three Malpighian tubules, but with
growth these increase in number and are inally ^very numerous.
In all stages (except the pronymph) the nymph is predaceous,
capturing smaller insect larvae, 'etc., "by rapidly shooting out
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